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Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority Bolsters Senior Management 

Agency Poised to Amplify Role in City-County Efforts to Reduce Homelessness 

 
 

Los Angeles, CA (February 24 2016) – Today, the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA), the 
City-County agency tasked with addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County, announced the appointment of 
two key senior executives – Karla Barrow as Chief Operating Officer (COO) and Stuart Jackson as Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO).  As COO, Barrow leads all internal operations and ensures that LAHSA delivers 
measurable results that bring value to all stakeholders.  As CFO, Jackson serves as Treasurer and Auditor-
Controller, and is responsible for directing all fiscal activities of LAHSA’s complex governmental and multiple 
grants accounting system. 
 

“We are fortunate to have such high-caliber professionals on our senior leadership team, especially at this critical 
juncture in Los Angeles’ mission to address homelessness,” said Peter Lynn, LAHSA Executive Director.  
“Karla Barrow and Stuart Jackson bring deep expertise and enormous commitment to our organization and the 
critical charge to serve the homeless population entrusted to our care.  LAHSA and the community will benefit 
from their strategic direction as we accelerate and expand our capacity, growth and delivery of services.” 
 

Barrow was formerly a managing attorney at Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles (LAFLA) where she 
supervised a staff of five attorneys who provided legal services in the areas of family law, consumer law, 
housing/unlawful detainers and government benefits to residents of Santa Monica. She also managed the Santa 
Monica Domestic Violence Clinic located at the Santa Monica Courthouse, and supervised five additional 
attorneys in four Self Help Legal Access Centers located in Santa Monica, Torrance, Inglewood, and Long Beach 
Courthouses. Barrow joined LAFLA in 1999 as a staff attorney representing clients with government benefits 
and employment law issues. She also has an extensive background in regulatory and policy issues as they relate to 
compliance within state and federally run benefits programs. Barrow was instrumental in the passage of the 
Living Wage Campaign in Santa Monica, and also won a judgment securing over 10 years of retroactive benefits 
to a mentally ill client in excess of $100,000.  She received her B.A. from UCLA, and her J.D. from the 
University of San Diego School of Law, teaches Introduction to Lawyer-Client Relationship at UCLA and is a 
member of the Los Angeles County Bar. 
 
Jackson has served in a leadership position at LAHSA since his hire as Controller in 2008, a role he held until 
being appointed Interim CFO in mid-2015. As Controller, Jackson served as head of the Authority’s Finance 
Department entrusted with directing budget administration and management, cash management, cost controls, 
financial analysis, and accounting practices; managing the administration of an annual budget of $75 million in 
Federal, County, and City funding; and overseeing the administration of 200+ annual contracts with LAHSA’s 
partner agencies serving the homeless in the County and City of Los Angeles.  He has played a critical role in 
developing, negotiating and advocating for LAHSA’s budget with its Commission and current and potential 
public and private sector funders. Prior to joining LAHSA, Jackson had a 15-year tenure at the John Wayne 
Cancer Institute in Santa Monica, rising through the leadership from Senior Accountant to Accounting Manager 
to Director, Financial Services and Director, Grants and Contracts.  He received his B.A. in Accounting and 
MBA in Finance from the University of Kansas. 
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About the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
 
The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority is a joint powers authority of the City and County of Los Angeles, 
created in 1993 to address the problems of homelessness in Los Angeles County. LAHSA is the lead agency in 
the HUD-funded Los Angeles Continuum of Care, and coordinates and manages more than $75 million annually 
in federal, state, county and city funds for programs providing shelter, housing and services to homeless persons. 
For more information visit www.lahsa.org. 
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